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We are living in a time of crisis which has cascaded through
society. Financial crisis has led to an economic crisis of
recession and unemployment; an ensuing fiscal crisis over
government deficits and austerity has led to a political crisis
which threatens to become a democratic crisis. Borne
unevenly, the effects of the crisis are exacerbating class and
gender inequalities.
Sylvia Walby offers an alternative framework within which to
theorize crisis, drawing on complexity science and situating
this within the wider field of study of risk, disaster and
catastrophe.
Crisis offers a critique and revision of the social science
needed to understand the crisis and to prevent such an
event occurring again, and shows how gender is key not
only to the consequences but also to the causes of and
solutions to such crisis.

PRAISE FOR ‘CRISIS’
‘This extraordinary book gives us a sharp and illuminating examination of a condition that it is easy to
think we understand … until we read this book. We may all be touched by it but Walby shows us all
that is actually mobilized in producing the outcomes.’
Saskia Sassen, Columbia University
‘Sylvia Walby’s new social-complexity analysis of the current crises adds an essential dimension, addressing the financial, economic, welfare state and political ramifications of the crisis as strongly
connected dynamics. She convincingly argues why the conflict between democracy and capitalism can only be resolved through a deepening of democracy. As such, her book is an indispensable
academic intervention in the politics of knowledge and empowers academics, politicians and citizens alike to address crisis.’
Mieke Verloo, Radboud University
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